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In 2017, during a historic
drought, Nestlé extracted

27 million gallons of water
from Strawberry Creek, San
Bernardino using a permit that
expired 26 years prior. The
permit cost them $524/year.
The water cost them nothing.

This water, like 64% of bottled
water in the US, came from
municipal tap water sources,
meaning that Californians
buying this water spent around
$9.50/gallon on the exact same
water they could have gotten
out of their tap for nearly 2,000
times less.



Furthermore, much of the water
that ends up in bottles comes
from drought-ridden areas.

This is especially notable in
California, where bottled water
companies have spent over a
century pumping public water
for private profit, and where
much of the country’s bottled
water is still produced.
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The campaign begins with the
installation of large-scale art
pieces in areas affected by
water privitization, replacing
the stolen water with un-
labelled, sealed water bottles.



Upon seeing the initial
installation, the hope is that
interested members of the
public will seek out more
information on the projectin
the immediate vicinity:

A free-standing tap made of charred
wood, a reminder of the wildfires that
ravage the west coast, poised above a
closed water bottle.

A QR Code leads the curious to
take-the-rains.com
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Scanning the QR code on

this water bottle leads

to a factsheet about the
specific installation nearby,
and the water rights issues
connected to that place. This
includes information on which
company siphoned the water
from this area, how much the
company took, and how much
they profited.

take-back-the-rains.org

STRAWBERRY CREEK
San Bernardino County, LA, CA

Nestlé Waters North America, which is the biggest seller of
bottled water in the United States, reported piping 139
acre-feet — or 45 million gallons — of water from the springs
and slopes of the popular national forest last year as part of its
Arrowhead brand operations. They were required to pay about
$2,000 for a new federal permit, but no fees for the water.

The current water extraction is drying up surface water
resources (springs and streams) that would have normally
been perennial water resources," and "this extraction of water...
is not in accordance” with a land management plan, federal
staff concluded in 2018. But the new management plan doesn't
require all of Strawberry Creek to be restored to natural,
free-flowing levels, only to a "functioning at risk" rating.

Reporting from Desert Sun, 6/13/19

Volume of Water Siphoned:
45 million gallons / year
Worth as Tap Water:
$225,000 / year
Profit as Bottled Water:



The factsheet ends with

an invitation to learn more,
linking to a website and,
eventually, a newsletter. This
newsletter is the final goal of
this project, keeping people
up to date on water rights
news, as well as ways they
can further the movement
for water rights, and against
water privatization.
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Last year, you took the plunge, and
joined us in our fight for water rights,
and against corporate greed.

This year, help us take action.

Make Your Voice Heard

We've put together an example letter to send to your representatives
in government, telling them that you are concerned about the

growing privatization of public water sources.

Alternative World Water Forum 2021
The AWWF calls the official World Water Forum “The Corporations’

Forum”, and for good reason: a large percentage of its members are
the exact corporations draining our waters. Join the AWWF here.

Get Involved!

Enter your zip code to find out about water rights events near you,
as well as info on anti-privatization efforts in your local government,
and how you can support them.

Water Rights News - January 2021

) / Mississippi v. Tennessee is now
i one step closer to a decision
i i. Moir, Barker & Reid, National Law Review
3,
/ . “ The Court recommended that Mississippi be

MENT



